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Tab.1 Theoretical schools of social innovation
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Fig.1 The operational logic of social innovation in mass sports events
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Fig.2 Promotion strategies for social innovation in mass sports events
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Operational Logic, Practical Obstacles and Promotion Strategies of Social

Innovation in Mass Sports Events
YIN Zijun', ZHU Jufang', LIU Dongsheng', HU Ruochen’

(1.School of Sports Science and Physical Education , Nanjing Normal University , Nanjing 210023, China;
2.College of Sports, Nanjing Tech University , Nanjing 211816, China )

Abstract: The successful organization of the Jiangsu Football City League (referred as “Jiangsu Super League” ) demonstrates
the possibility of social innovation in mass sports events. By using the methods of literature review and exploratory case
study, this research clarifies the connotation and analyzes the operational logic, practical obstacles and promotion strategies
of social innovation in mass sports events. It holds that social innovation in mass sports events is oriented towards meeting
social needs and solving social problems, and shapes the social hub function of the events through enhancing social welfare
and promoting social unity, ultimately elevating the events to a value co-creation platform. Social innovation in mass sports
events starts with the drive of spontaneous social demands, with the empowerment of digital technology to respond to these
demands, and multiple heterogeneous subjects build a collaborative network to jointly promote the process, ultimately
achieving the continuous creation of shared value. This progressive evolution process reveals the internal logic of mass sports
events evolving from simple sports competitions to social innovation platforms. However, in practice, it faces obstacles such
as the difficulty in making tacit knowledge explicit, insufficient empowerment of digital elements, unclear positioning of
event subjects, and imbalance in value interaction. To address these issues, the following promotion strategies are proposed:
promoting the transformation from “event hosting” to “knowledge education” , enhancing the targeted, inclusive, and diffusive
nature of social innovation, deepening the democratic, collaborative, and co-governance effectiveness of social innovation in
events, and achieving the integrated development of social and economic values.

Key words: mass sports events; social innovation; social demand; shared value; social governance; Jiangsu Football City
League(Jiangsu Super League )
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