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Virtual Sports’ Technological Power and Their Challenges to IOC Governance

in the Context of Esports’ Olympic Inclusion
LI He, LIU Guihai

(School of Sport and Health , East China Normal University , Shanghai 200241, China )

Abstract: The Olympic journey of "virtual sports, " while infusing new imagination into the century-old Olympic Games,
poses a formidable contemporary test to the International Olympic Committee's (I0C) traditional governance framework in
the digital era. This study employs structural power theory to conduct an in-depth analysis of the connotation and operational
mechanisms of the technological power of virtual sports and its impact on IOC governance. Key findings reveal that the
technological power manifests in instrumental, discursive, and institutional dimensions. Although the IOC's promotion of
virtual sports' Olympic inclusion aims to address multiple challenges including youth engagement, digitalization, and business
model innovation, and has adopted a gradual integration strategy, it still confronts profound governance difficulties in areas
such as project selection, rule-making, data sovereignty , commercial rights allocation, and core value alignment. The research
posits that the IOC should enhance its governance capabilities through technological empowerment, institutional innovation,
multi-stakeholder collaboration, and actively explore a sports development paradigm that combines both the digital and
physical world. The three-dimensional analytical model of technological power constructed in this study not only provides
systematic theoretical guidance for the IOC in addressing current challenges but also offers valuable insights for China to
enhance its discursive power and influence in the realm of international virtual sports governance.

Key words : Olympic Esports Games; structural power; virtual sports; International Olympic Committee; sports governance
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