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Discourse Change and Framework Construction of the News Narrative of the
National Games since the Founding of New China: Taking the Relevant Reports
of People’ s Daily as an Example

LI Bin, YANG Jiagi, YAN Yang

(School of Physical Education ,Shandong Normal University,Jinan 250358, China )

Abstract: As a national-level comprehensive sports event, the National Games of China serve as a crucial lens for observing
transformations in official media narratives. This study systematically examines the longitudinal patterns and discursive
shifts in People’ s Daily coverage of the National Games from 1949 to 2025. Drawing on 1562 relevant news articles, the
research employs a mixed-methods approach, integrating BERTopic-based thematic extraction and dynamic evolution analysis
with framing theory to deconstruct and interpret narrative frames across different historical stages. The findings reveal four
distinct phases in coverage including 1957—1978, 1979—1993, 1994—2008, and 2009 to the present, and encompass
six thematic domains: national will, national glory, sectoral order, urban development, ethnic unity, and social value. The

” o«

narrative trajectory aligns with four overarching frames: “carrier of national strategy,” “validation of competitive prowess,”
“manifestation of social value,” and “promotion of sportsmanship,” each varying in intensity and connotation over time.
Overall, the evolution demonstrates a strategic transition from “political instrument” to “governance lever,” a competitive
shift from “external benchmarking” to “internal validation,” a value orientation moving from “national honor” to “social
well-being,” and a deepening of the spiritual dimension from “political indoctrination” to “character cultivation.”

Key words: national games ; BERTopic; news narrative; diachronic evolution; framing theory; People’ s Daily
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