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From “Little Tradition” to “Great Tradition” : The Power Transfer and
Knowledge Production of Modern Wushu

WANG Zhantao'?, DAI Guobing1 , SHAO Na’

(1.School of Wushu, Shanghai University of Sport, Shanghai 200438, China; 2.College of Physical Education, Shandong
University of technology, Zibo 255000, China; 3.Qisheng Senior Middle School of Zibo , Zibo 255000, China)

Abstract: This study takes the “Great Tradition” and “Little Tradition” theories as the main perspective, and re-examines the
historical facts of the transformation of modern Wushu. Through the analysis of the characteristics of the culture production
of modern Wushu, this study intends to explain the essence of the modern social elite’ s participation and dominance in the
transformation of Wushu culture paradigm from the perspective of power and knowledge. The research claims that under the
modern theme of “national salvation” , the intervention of social elites has changed the original power structure of Wushu
and the “Little Tradition” form of knowledge production, making Wushu enter the category of “Great Tradition” in terms
of cultural paradigm. As the “Top-level design” of the social elite concept, Wushu theory can only enter the daily life of the
people after the popularization of “Knowledge” ,and finally form the national cohesion of national salvation in modern times.
Key words: Great Tradition; Little Tradition; modern Wushu; power transfer; knowledge production
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