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A Historical Investigation of the Formation of
Spanish Football Culture

LIAO Han',Sun Ke’
(1. Capital Normal University, College of Foreign Languages, Beijing 100089 , China;
2. Faculty of Art and Physical Education of Beijing Institute of Education,Beijing 100010, China)

Abstract : The Spanish football culture, which has experienced a long historical evolution, is closely re-
lated to the development of Spanish society. Although colored by its strong political and religious context
during the Franco period, it ushered in a glorious period of Spanish football in the process of democratic
transformation. Throughout the development of Spanish football, such factors as “the spirit of Castilian-
ism” , “the soul of Catalonia” , “the calming of the mass”, “the conservative and traditional features”
, “the king of sport” , “the new religion of sport” , among many others, have enriched Spanish foothall
culture and saved the soul of young people, forming a rich cultural heritage for Spain. In general, Span-
ish football has formed a rich cultural physiognomy, characterized by a deep political and religious herit-
age, a distinctive nationalism and a mature system of training young players. A specific football mecha-
nism thus forms due to the political and religious context, the nationalist and organizational policies,
and the young player training system, providing an important framework for the revitalizing of Chinese
football culture and for the promoting of its reform and development.

Key words : Spanish football ; football revitalization ; football reform ;football culture ; Royal Madrid ; Bar-

celona ;sports industry ; football professional league



